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updated 10:10 AM EST, Mon January 30, 2012

Japan's population will continue to drop as the graying nation's aging accelerates and the birthrate stays low.

STORY HIGHLIGHTS

A new study predicts Japan's
population will be at about 86.7
million by 2060

That's down dramatically from
Japan's current 128 million
people

People 65 and up will total
nearly 40% of Japan's
population in 2060, the study
says

http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/30/world/asia/japan-population-decline/index.html

Tokyo (CNN) -- Japan's population will shrink by a staggering 30%
by 2060, according to a new estimate by the country's government.

The current population will shrink from the current level of 128 million
to 86.74 million, as the graying nation's aging accelerates and the

birthrate continues to stay low.

The Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare's research organization
released the data on Monday. The group, called the National Institute
of Population and Social Security Research, provides a 50-year

demographic forecast every five years.

The institute also projects that people age 65 and older will account
for 39.9% of the total population in 2060. In 2010, the elderly

accounted for 23% of the population.

The country's average life expectancy dipped in 2011 after the March
earthquake and tsunami, which killed approximately 19,000 people.

But the institute expects the upward trend for life expectancy to
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continue. By 2060, the government projects women will live until >
90.93 years and men 84.19 years.

The fertility rate, which is currently at 1.39 per woman, will continue
to fall, says the institute. The rate by 2060 is expected to fall to 1.35
in 2060. The country's population decline would slow if the birth rate

rose to 2.07.
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Why is it such a bad thing? The planet is overpopulated and so is Japan. For
Part of complete coverage on

such a tiny island, they have a population almost as big as the entire Russian Federation
Y Y g CNN Recommends

and several times as big as Canada or Australia.
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It's not a bad thing at all, but commercial interests and the economists

Fixing China's 'drinking problem’
updated 9:19 AM EST, Fri November 23, 2012

% As economic growth has
turned China into the world's
second largest economy, the
environment suffered. Result:
China's water shortages.

they have in their pocket will do their best to convince us all that it IS a bad thing.
That's because a declining population inevitably means some commercial
enterprises will have to shut their doors forever.
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Hello. | am a Japanese guy. The article says 40% of the entire population

Can cease-fire result in real change?
updated 9:25 AM EST, Thu November 22, 2012
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